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knowing that, as a community, we ap-
preciate and thank him. We also appre-
ciate his signature cowboy hat, boots,
and big silver belt buckles.

The best way to honor Rodolfo is to
practice his selfless love for others,
justice, and service to the community.

———

GUN VIOLENCE EPIDEMIC

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to express my severe dis-
appointment about congressional inac-
tion on the gun violence epidemic that
is plaguing our communities.

Once again, we are breaking for re-
cess without a vote on any gun vio-
lence prevention measures. This time,
we will be leaving for 7 weeks—the
longest period of time in recent his-
tory.

Every moment that we don’t act, we
flood even more streets with dangerous
weapons, we equip even more criminals
with guns, and we risk losing even
more lives to senseless gun violence.

So for another 7 weeks, the American
people have to wait for action. For an-
other 7 weeks, Congress is neglecting
its duty to the American people. For
another 7 weeks, we are putting our
families, friends, and loved ones at
risk.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that sometime
within the next 7 weeks you will find
the courage to listen to your constitu-
ents in Janesville and call up a com-
monsense gun violence measure for a
vote.

——————

GIVE US A VOTE

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with great con-
cern as the Republic majority has al-
lowed the House to head home for 52
days without addressing the gun vio-
lence epidemic, providing resources to
respond to Zika, or doing anything
about the Flint water crisis. And that
is just to name a few issues.

Mr. Speaker, our constituents elected
us to focus on their needs: growing our
economy, creating jobs, improving edu-
cation for our children, improving and
ensuring safety and security in their
communities.

Now, we are about to leave town
without handling at least these three
incredibly concerning issues. I urge my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
to see reason, work with us to find a
path to compromise, get back to doing
their jobs, and give us a vote.

———

SILENCE OF INACTION

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, we Demo-
crats are here to act. The Republicans
leave here with stony silence: the si-
lence of inaction on Zika; the silence of
inaction on the needs of Flint; the si-
lence of inaction on the no fly, no buy
and background checks.

Years ago there was reference to an
American silent majority. Today it is
the Republican congressional majority
that is silent. What the vast majority
of Americans want is action on Zika,
action on Flint, and action on gun vio-
lence.

———
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it is unconscionable that Republicans
are adjourning the House early rather
than staying to work on issues to keep
Americans safe, whether that is giving
us a vote to prevent dangerous people
like terrorists from obtaining a ma-
chine gun or keeping toxic water from
flowing in Flint, Michigan, or address-
ing the Zika public health crisis.

Zika really hits home for me because
I represent the Tampa Bay area in the
State of Florida. It was January when
we had the first cases of Zika an-
nounced in Florida. It was February
when public health experts, including
the CDC and the President, said we
need an emergency bill to develop vac-
cines to prevent birth defects and diag-
nose cases. It was March when we had
hearings where public health experts
expressed a sense of urgency of the
Congress to act.

But here we are in July, 6 months
later, with almost 300 cases in Florida,
and 43 are pregnant women. We had the
first case in Florida of a baby born
with microcephaly. It is very serious.
Those babies can’t see, they can’t hear,
they can’t walk.

I am proud of my Democratic col-
leagues who have remained in the Cap-
itol to work.

I am asking: Where are the Repub-
licans? Why did you adjourn early
rather than stay here to work to keep
the American people safe?

———
NRA: NO REPUBLICAN ACTION

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, once
again, here we are. Democrats are here,
ready to roll up their sleeves and work
to do what we need to do for the Amer-
ican people.

I have been to a briefing on Zika. We
have seen what the whole issue around
gun violence has meant for this coun-
try.

Why aren’t we here to do the work of
the American people? Why aren’t we
here to answer their call?

We have the issue in Flint.
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Why would we leave Americans in
the lurch without clean water to
drink? Why?

My colleagues on the other side have
good will, but why can we not do the
things we need to do for the American
people?

It is unconscionable that we have ad-
journed and they have left town. It is
irresponsible. The people have sent us
here to do the work of the people.
These things are critical to moving
this Nation forward, and we cannot get
anything done because of NRA: No Re-
publican Action.

————
O 1500

ZIKA REPRESENTS A SERIOUS
THREAT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, there is
no disputing it, Zika represents a seri-
ous threat to global health and secu-
rity. It is irresponsible and dangerous
that Republicans plan to leave Wash-
ington for a 7-week recess without pro-
viding the resources to combat this
threat.

The Zika virus is spreading explo-
sively throughout the Americas, with
active local transmission in 31 coun-
tries and territories. More than 3,600
Americans, including more than 600
pregnant women in 45 States, D.C., and
three U.S. territories, have already
been diagnosed with the Zika virus,
and more transmission is expected.

Mr. Speaker, it is not a matter of if
we will have local transmission of the
Zika virus in the Continental United
States, it is a question of when.

Despite that risk, Republicans refuse
to provide the resources to address this
public health crisis. Instead, they have
insisted on saddling potential funding
with irrelevant and damaging partisan
riders.

Make no mistake about it, without
swift action, we are gambling with the
health of our Nation. The time is now
for Congress to work in a bipartisan
fashion and provide the necessary
funds to protect individuals across this
Nation.

———

LAMEDUCK CONGRESS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the Republicans shot out of here
like mice when you cut the lights on;
so busy to get to their convention,
their Titanic convention in Cleveland,
where they will nominate Donald
Trump to be their next President, all
the while, leaving the people of Flint,
Michigan, up the river without a pad-
dle.

Then, on top of that, to take no ac-
tion on funding Zika and to pass a bill,
but no funding, is like sending soldiers
into war without a weapon or, worse
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